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Tieved, maintained by irrefragable facts
und argumentes, : .

T'he civilived world will see in these
proceedings a spirit of liberal concession
onthe par: of the United Siates: and
this government will be relieved from all
responsibility which may follow the ful-
ure 1o settle the roniroversy.

All attempts at compromise having fail-
ed, it becomes the lll!‘l}‘ of Congrpss 10
con ider what measures it may be proper
to adopt for the security and protection of
our citizens now into that territery. In
adopting measures for this purpose, care
should be taken that nothing be done 1o
violate the the stipulations of the conven-
tion o 1827, which is still in forece.—
The faith of treatics, in the letier and spi-
rit, has ever been, and, I trust, will ever
be, scrupulously observed in the United
Suates. Under that convention, a year's
notice is required to be given by either
party to the other, belore the joint occu-

ancy shall terminate, and before either
ean richtfully assert or exerecise exclusive
jurisdiction over any portion of the terri-
tory. ‘'This notice it would, in my judg-
ment, be proper to give; and | recommend
that provision be made by law for giving

tant region and the United States. An
overland mail 18 believed to be entirely
practicable; and the importance of such a
mail, at least once a month, is submitted
to the favorable constderation of Con-

gress.

| It is submitted to the wisdom of Con-

srress to determine whether, at the present
session, and until the expiration of the
year's notice, any other mearures may be
adepted, consistently with the convention
of 1827, for the security of our rights,
and the governimnent and protection of our
citizens in Oregon. Thhat it will ultimate-
ly be wise and proper to make liberal
grants of land to the patriotic pioneers,
who, amidst privations and dangers, lead
the way through savage tribes inhabiting
the vast wilderness intervening betwecn
our frontier settlements and Oregon, and
who cultivate, and are ever ready to de-
fend the soil, I am fully satisfiel. To
doubt whether they will obtain such
grants a3 soon as the convention between
the United States and Breat Britain shall
have ceased to exist, would be to doubt
the justice of Congress; but, pending
the year's notice, it is worthy of conside-

ration whether a stipulation to this eflect

it- aecordingly, and terminating, in this | may be made, consistently with the spirit
manner; the convention of the sixth of | of thatconvention.

Augnst. 1827.

It will become proper for Congress to
determine what legislation they can, in
the meantime, adopt without violating this
convention. Beyond all question, the
protection of our laws and our jurisdie-
tion, civil and criminal, ought to be imme-

The recommendations which I have
made, as to the best manner of securing
our rights in Oregon, are submitted to
(.‘ungréss with great deference. Should
they, in their wisdom, devise any other
mode betier calculated to accomplish the
same objeet, it shall meet with my hear-

diately extended over our citizeus in Ore- | ty coneurrence.

gon. They have had just cause to com-
plain of our long neglect in this particu-
iar, and have, in consequence, been com-
pelled, for their own security and protec-
tion, ta establish a provisional government
for themselves. Strong in their allegi-
ance and ardent in their attachment to the
United States, they have been thus cast

upon their own resources.

At the end of the vear's notice, we
shall have reached a period when the na-
tional rights in Oregon must either be a-
bandoned or firmly maintained. That
they cannot be abandoned without a sacri-

| fice of both national honor and interest,

is too ¢lear to admit of doubt.
Oregon is a part of the North Ameri-
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They are an- | ean continent, to which it is confidenty

xious that our laws should be extended | 4firmed. the title of the United States is

over ﬂlf'lﬂ.. :lj]i] l rl"l_"illnnlc‘lllj lh:l'. I.hi!; b{‘ J {hc bpst now in pxistenpe.

For the

done hy Congress with as little delay as | grounds on which that title rests, I refer
possible, in the full extent to whieh the | vou to the correspondence of the late and
British Parliament have proceeded in re- | 'prl‘.tii.'l'lt Seeretary of State with the Bri-
gard to British subjects in that territory, | ish },lmirm:pm;;;r_\- during the negotia-

by their act of July the sccond, 1821, “for | tion.

The British proposition of com-

regulating the fur-trade, and establishing | promise, which would make the Colam-
a criminal and civil jurisdicion within | hia the line south of forty-nine degrees,

certain parts of North America,”

By | with a trifling addition of detached terri-

this act Great Britain extended her laws | orv to the United States, north of that
and jurisdiction, civil and eriminal, over | river, and would leave on the British side
her subjects; engaged in the fur-trade in | qwo-thirds of the whole Oregon territory,

that terrilory.

By it, the courts of the | including the fres navigation of the Co-

province of Upper Canada were empow- | lymbia and all the valuable harbors on the

erad 1o take cognizance of causes civil and 'i
criminal.

Pacific, can never, for a moment, be en-
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Justices of the peace and other | terisined by the United States, withoutan

judicial officers were authorized to be ap- | ghandonment of their just an clear territo-
pointed in Oregon, with power to execute | rig] rights, their own sell-respect, and the
all proeess issuing froin the courts of that 'national honor. For the information of
provinee, and to “sit and hold courts of re- | Conoress, I communicate herewith the
cord for the trial of criminal offences and | aorrespondence which took place between
misdemeanors,” not made the subject of | jhe two governments during the late ne-

capital punishment, and also of civil cases,
where the cause of action shall not “ex-
ceed in value the amount or sum of two
hundred pounds.™

Subsequent to the date of this act of
Parliament, a grant was made from the

“British erown” to the Hudson’s Bay

gotiation.

The rapid extension of our settlements
over our territories heretofore unoccupied;
the addition of new States to our confede-
racy; the expansion of free principles,
and our rising greainess as a nation, are
attracting the attention of the Powers of

Company, of the exclusive trade with the | Europe; and lately the doctrine has been

Indian tribes in the Oregon territory, sub-
ject to a reservation that it shall not ope-
rate to the exclusion “of the subjects of
any foreign States who, under or by force
of any convention for the time being, be-
tween us and such foreign States reépcc-
tively, may be entitled to, and shall be en-
gaged in, the said trade.”

It is much to be regretted, that, while
under this act British subjects have en-
joved the protection of British laws and
British judicial tribupals throughout the
whole of Oregon, American eilizens, in
the same territory, have enjoyed no such
protection from their government. At |
the same time, the result illustrates the |
character of our people and their institu-
tons. In spite of this neglect, they have
multiplied, and their number is rapidly in-
creasing in that territory. They have
made no appeal to arms, but have peace-
fully fortified themseclves in their new
homes, by the adopuonof republican in-
stitutions for themselves; {urnishing ano-
ther example of the truth that self-govern-
ment 18 inherent in the American breast,
and must prevail. It is due to them that
they should be embraced and protected by
our laws.

It is deemed important that our laws
regulating trade and intercourse with the
Indian tribes east of the Rocky mountains,
shonld be extended 1o such tribes as dwell
bevond them.

The increasing emigration to Oregon,
and the care and protection which is due
from the government 1o its citizens in that
distant region, make it our duty, as it is
our interest, to cultivate amicable rela-
tions with the Indian tribes of that terri-
tory. For this purpose, I recommend
that provision be made for establishing an
{ndian agency, and such sub-agencies as
may be deemed necessary, beyond the
Rocky mountains.

For the protection of emigrants whilst
on their way to Oregon, agaiast the at-
tacks of the Indian tribes occupying the
country through which they pass, [ re-
commend that a suitable number of stoek-
ades and block-house forts be erected a-
long the usual route between our frontier
settlements on the Missours and the Roe-
Ly mountains; and that an adequate force
of meunted riflemen be raised to guard
proteet them on their journey. The im-
mediate adoption of these recommenda-
tions by Congress will not viclute the
provisions of the existing treaty. It will
be doing nothing more for Ameriean citi-
zens than British laws have long since
done for British subjects in the sorge ter-
ritory.

It reguires several months 1o perform
the voyage by sea from the Atlantie States
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tions of other governments,

broached in some of them, of a “balance
of power” on this continent, to check our
advancement. The United States, sin-
cercly desirous of persevering relations
of good understanding with all nations,
cannot in silence permit any European in-
terference on the North American conti-
nent; and should any such interference
be attempted, will be ready to resist it at
and all hazards.

It is well known to the American peo- |
ple and to all nations, that this govern-
ment has never interfered with the rela-
We have
never made ourselves parties to their wars
or their alliances; we have not sought
their territories by conquests; we have
not mingled with parties in their domes-
tic struggles; and believing our own form
of governmment to be the best, we have ne-
ver attempted o propagate it by intrigues,
by diplomacy, or by force. We may
claim on this continent a like exemption
from European interference. The na-
tions of America are equally sovereign
and independent with those of Europe.
They possess the same rights, indepen-
dent of sl foreign interposition, to make
war, to conclude peace, and to regulate
their internal affairs. The people of the
United States cannot, therefore, view with
indifference attempis of European pow-
ers to interfere with the independent ac-
tion of the nations on this continent,—
The American system of government is
entirely different from that Europe, lest
any one of them might become too pow-
erful for the rest, has caused them an-
xiously to desire the establishment of
what they term the “balance of power.”
It cannot be permitied to have any appli-
cation on the North American continent,
and especially to the United States. We
must ever maintain the principle, that the
people of this continent alone have the
right to decide their own destiny. Should
any portion of them, constituting an inde-
pendent state, propose to unite themselves
with a confederacy, this will be a question
for them and us to determine, without any
foreign interposition. 'We can never con-
sent that European Powers shall interfere
o prevent such a union, because it might
disturb the “balance of power” which
they may desire to maintain upon this
continent* Near a quarter of a century
ago, the principle was distinetly announ-
ced to the world in the annunal message of
one of my predecessors, that “the Ame-
rican continents, by the free and indepen-
dent eondition which they have assumed
and maintain, are henceforth not to be
considered as subjects for future coloniza-

tion by any European Power.” This
principle will apply with greatly increas-

to Oregon: and aithough we have a large | ed force, should any European power at-
number of whale ships in the Pacifie, but tempt 1o establish any new colony in
fewr of them afford an epportonity of in. | North America. In the existing circum-
terehanging intellicence, without greot de-  stances of the world, the present is deem-
hay, between our seidements in that dis- «d a proper oceasion to reiterate and re-'

roe, and to state my cordial concurrence
in its wisdom and sound policy. There-
assertion of this principle, especially in
reference to North America, is at this day

‘but the promulgation of a policy which

no European power should cherish the
disposition to resist. Existing rights of
every European nation should be respec-
ted; but it is due alike to our safety and
our interests, that the efficient protection
of our laws should be extended over our
whole territorial limits, and that it should
be distinetly announced to the world as
our settled policy, that no future Europe-
an colony or dominion shall, with our
consent, be planted or established on any
part of the North American continent.

A question has recently arisen under
the tenth article of the subsisting treaty
between the United States and Prussia.—
By this article the consuls of the two
countries have the right to sit as judges
and arbitrators “in such differences as may
arise between the captains and crews of
the vessels belonging to the nations whose
interest are committed to their charge,
without the interference of the loecal au-
tho.ites, unless the eonduct of the crews
or of the captain should disturb the order
or tranquility of the country; or the said
consuls should require their assistence o
cause their decisions to be ecarried into ef-
fect or supported.”

The Prussian consul at New Bedford,
in June, 1844, applied to Mr, Justice sto-
ry to carry into effect a decision made be-
tween the captain and crew of the Prus-
sian ship Borussia; but the request was
refused on the ground that, without previ-
ous legislation by Congress, the judiciary
did not possess the power to give effect
to this article of the treaty. The Prus-
sian government, through their minister
here, have complained of this violation of
the treaty, and have asked the govern-
ment of the United States to adopt the
neeessary messures to prevent similar vi-
olations hercafter. Good faith to Prussia,
as well as to other nations with whom
we have similar treaty stipulations, re-
quires that these should be faithfully ob-
served. 1 have deemed it proper, there-
fore, to lay the subject before Congress,
and to recommend such legislation as
may be necessary to give effect to these
treaty obligations.

By virtue of an arrangement made be-
tween the Spanish government and that of
the United States, in December, 1831, A-
merican vessels, since the twenty-uinth
of April, 1832, have been admitted to en-
try in the ports of Spain, including those
of the Balearic and Canary islands, on
payment of the same tonnage duty of 3
cents per ton, as though they had been
Spanish vessels; and this, whether our
vessels arrive in Spain directly from the
United States, or indirectly from any oth-
er countrv. When Congress, by the act
of the thirteenth of July, 1832, gave ef:
fect to his arrangement between the two
governments, they confined the reduction
of tonnage duty merely to Spanish ves-
sels “coming from a port in Spain,” lea-
ving the former discriminating duty to re-
main against such vessels coming from a
port in any other country. It is mani-
festly unjust that, whilst American ves-
gels, arriving in the ports of Spain, from
other countries, pay no more duty than
Spanish vessels, Spanish vessels arriving
in the Untied States from other countries
should be subjected to heavy diserimina-
ting tonnage duties. This is neither e-
quality nor reciprociy, and is in violation
of the arrangement concluded in Decem-
ber, 1831, between the two countries,—
The Spanish government have made re-
peated and earnest remonstrances against
this inequality, and the favorable attention
of Congress has been several times invo-
ked to the subject by my predecessors. |
recommend, as an act of justice to Spain,
that this inequality be removed by Con-
gress, and that the discriminating duties
which have been levied under the act of
the thirteenth of July, 1832, on Spanish
vessels eoming to the United States from
any other country, be refundedt This
recommendation does not embrace Spa-
nish vessels arriving in the Uuited States
from Cuba and Porto Rico, which wikl
still remain subject to the provisions ol
the actof June thiriieth, 1834, concern-
ing the tonnage-duty on such vessels.

By the act of the fourteenth of July,
1832, caffee was exempted from duty
altogether. T'his exemption was uni-
versal, without reference o the country
where it was produced, or the national
character of the vessel in which it was
imported. By the tariff aet of the thir-
rieth of August, 1842, this exemption
from duty was restricled to coffee im-
ported in American vessels [rom the
place of its production; whilst coffee im-
poried under all other circumstances was
subjected to a duty of twenty percent.
ad valorem. Under this act, and our
existing treaty with the King of the
Netherlands, Java coffee imporied from
the European ports of that kingdom
into the United Siates, whether in Dutch
or American vessels, now pays this rate
of duty. ‘I'he government of the Neth-
erlands complains that such a discrimi-
nating duty should have been imposed
on coffee, the preduction of onaof'its
colonies, and which is briefly brought
from Java to the poris of that kingdom,
and experied from thence to foreign
countries. Our trade with the Nether-
lands is highly beneficial 1o both coun-
tries, and our relations with them have
ever been of the most [riendlv charae-
ter, Under sll circumstances of the
case, | recommend Jthat this diserimina-
tion should be abolished, and that the
coffee of Java imported from the Neth-
erlands be placed upon the same footing
with that imported directly from Bragil
and other couniries where it is produ-
ced.

# Under the eighth seciion of the tariff
act of the thirteenth of August, 1842 a
duty of fifteen cents per gallon was im-
posed on Port wine in casks; while. on
ihe red wines of several other countries,

when imported in casks, a duty of only
six cen!s per gallon was imposed. This
discrimination, so far as regarded the
Port wine of Pertngal, was deemed a
violation of our treaty with that Power,
which provides, that **No higher or oth-
er duties shall be imposed on the impor-
tation into the United States of America
of any article the grawth, produce, or
manufacture of the kingdom and posses-
sions of Portugal, than suchas are or
shall be payable on the like article being
the growth, produce, or manufacture of
any other foreign country.” Aceording-
iv, to give effect to the treaty, as well
as to the intention of Congress, express-
ed in a provise 1o the tariff’ act itself,that
nothing thereia contained should be so
construed as to interfere with subsisiing
‘treaties with [oreign natiens, a treasury
cireular was issued on the sixteenth of
July, 1833, which, among other things,
declared the duty en the Port wine of
Portugal, in casks, umder the existing
laws and treaty, to be six cents per gal-
lon, and directed that the excess ol du-
ties which had been collected on such
wine shouold be refunded. By virtue of
another clause in the same section of the
acl, it is provided that all imitations ef
Port, or any other wines, ‘‘shall be sub-
ject to the duty provided for the genuine
article.” [mitations of Port wine, the pro-
duction of France, are imported 1o some
extent into the United States; and the
government of that country now claims
that, under a correct corstruction of the
acl, these imitaions ought not lo paya
higher duty than that impesed upon the
original Port wine of Portugal. It ap-
pears tome to be unequal and unjust,
that French imitations of Port wine
should be subjected to a duty of fifieen
cents, while the more valuable article
from Purtugal should pay a duty of six
cents only per gallon, 1 therefore ree-
ommend to Congress such legislation as
may be necessary to correct the inequali-
ty.

The last President, in his annual mes-
sage of December last, recommended an
appropriation to satisfly the claims of the
Texan government against the United
States, which had been previcusly ad-
justed, so far as the powers of the Lixee-
utive extend. These claims arose out
of the act of disarming a body of Texan
troops under the command of Major
Suively, by an officer in the service of
the United States. acting under the or-
ders of our government; and the forcible
entry into the custom honse at Baiarly's
landing, on Red river, by certain eiti-
zens of the United States, and taking a-
way therefrom the goeds seized by ihe
collector of the customs us forfeited un-
der the laws of Texas. This was ali-
quidated debt, ascertained to be due to
T'exas when an independent state, Her
acceptance jof the terms of annexation
proposed by the United States does not
discharge or invalidate the clvim. [ rec-
ommend thal provision be made for its

paymenl.
‘T'he commissioner appointed to China
during the special session of the

of the Senate in March last shorily af-
terwards set out on his mission in the
United Siates ship Columbus. On ar-
riving at Rio de Janeiro on Lis pas-
sage, the state of his health had become
so critieal, that. by the advice of his med-
ica) attendants, he returned 1o the United
Suwtes early in the month of October
last. Commodore Biddle, commanding
the East India squadron.proceeded on his
voyage in the Columbus, and was char-
ged by the Commissioner with the duty
of exchanging with the proper authori-
ties the ratifications of the treaty lately
concluded with the Emperor of China,
Since the return of the Commissioner to
the United States, his health has been
improved, and he entertains the confi-
dent belief that he will soon be able 1o
proceed on his mission.

Unfortunately, differences centinue to
exist among some of the nations of
South America. which, following eur
example, have c¢slablished their inde-
penence, while in others internal dis-
sensions prevail. It is patural that our
sympathies should be warmly enlisied
for their welfare; that we should desire
that sll controversies between them
should be amicably adjusied, and theiwr
governments administered in a manner
to protect the rights, and promote the
prospertiy of their people. In s con-
trary, however, to our sculed policy, to
interfere in their coniroversies, whetler
external or internal,

I have thus adverted to all the subjects
connecled with our foreign relaiions, to
which | deem it necessary te call your
attention. Our policy is not only peace
with all, but good will towards all the
Powers of the esrth. While we are
just to all, we require thatall shsll be
just to us. Excepting the differences
with Mexico and Great Britain, ourre-
Imtions with all civilized nations of the
most satisfactory character. Ttis hoped
that in this enlightened age, these difler-
ences may be amicably adjusted. ‘

The Secretary of the T'reesury, in
his annual report e Congress, will com-
municate a full statement of the condi-
tion of our finances. The imports for
the fiscal year ending on the thirtieth of
June last, were of the value of one hun-
dred and seventeen millions two hon-
dred and fifty four thousand five hun-
dred and sixty-four dollars, of which the
amount exported was fiftteen millions
three. hundred and forty-six thousand
eight hundred ond thirty dollars—leav-
ing a balance of one hundred one mil-
lions nine hundred and seven thousand
seven hundred and thirty-four dollars for
domistic consumption. The expors for
the same year were of the value of one
hundred and fourteen millions six hun-
dred and forty-six thousand six hundred
and six dollars; of whieh, the amouu:
of domistic articles was ninety-nine
millions two hundred and ninety nine
thovsand seven hundred and and seventv
six doliare, The receipts into the (rea-
sury during (he same year were twenty

nine millions seven hundred and sixiy-!
nine thousand one hundred and thiny-
three dollars and fifly-six cens,of which;
there were derived {rom customs, twen-
ty-seven thousand and twenty-iwo dol-
lars and thiviy cents; and from incidentat
and miscellaneous sources, one hundred |
and stxty-three thousand nine hundred |
and ninety-eight deilars and fifiy-six |
cents. The expenditures for the same |
peried were twenty-nine millions nine |
hundred and sixty-eight thousand two |
hundred and six dollars and ninety-eight
cents; of which, eight millions five hun-
dred and eighty-eight thousand ene hun-
dred and filty seven dollars and sixiy
two cents were applied to the paymeni
of the public debt. ‘The balance in the
treasury on the first of July last, was
seven millions six hundred and ffiy-
eight thousand tliree hondred and six
dellars and 1wenly-two cents.

The amount of the public debt remai-
aing unpaid on the first of Octlober last,
was sevenicen millions sevenly - five
thousand four hundred and forty-five
dollars sand filty two cenis. Furiher
payments of the public debt would have
been made, in anticipation of the period
of its reimbursement under the authority
conferred upon the Secretary of the
Treasury by the acts of July twenty-firs,
1841, and of April fificenth, 1842, and
March third, 1844, had not the unsetiled
state of owr relations with Mexico me-
naced hosiile eollision with that power.
In view of such a contingency.it was
deemed prudent to retain in the treasury
any amount unusually large for ordinary
purposes.

A few yeais ago, our whole national
debt growing out ef 1he Revolution and
the war of 1812 with Great Britain was
extinguished, and we presented to the
world the rare and noble spectacle of 2
great and growing people who had fully
discharged every obligation, Since that
time, the existing debt Las been contrae-
ted; and small as itis, in comparison |
with the similar burdens of most other
nations, it sheuld be extinguished at the
eariiest praclicable peried. Should the
state of the country permit, and, espe
cially, if our foreign relations interpose
no obstacle, it is contemplated to apply
all the moneys, in the treasury as they
acerue bevond what is required for the
appropriations by Congress, to its ligui-
datien. I cherish the hope of soon be-
ing able to congratulate the country on
its recovering once more the lofty posi-
tion which 1t so recently occupied. Our
country, which exhibiis to the world the
benefits of sell-government, in develop-
ing all the sources of nationsal prosperi-
ly, owes to mankind the permanent ex-
ample of a nation [ree from the blighting
influence of apublic debt.

The attentyion of Congress is invited
to the importance of making suitable
modificatiors and reductions of the rates
of duty imposed by our present tariff
laws, ‘The objeet of imposing duties on
imports should he lo raise revenue o
pay the neeesaary expenses of govern-
ment. Congress may, urdoubtedly, in
the exercise of a sound discretion, dis-
criminate in arranging the rates of duty
on different articles; but the discrimina-
tions should be within the revenue stand-
ard, and be made with the view loraise
money [or the support of government.

It becomes important to understand
distinetly what 1s meant by a revenue
standard, the maximum of which should
not be execeeded in the rates of duty im-
posed. Itis conceded, and experience

proves. that duties may be laid so high
as 10 diminish. or prokibit altogether, |
tlie importation of any given article, and
thereby lessen or destroy the revenue |
which, a1 lower rates, would be derived
from its importation. Such duties ex-
ceed the revenue rates, and are nel im- |
posed to raise money for the suppert ol
government, Il Congress levy a duty
for revenue, of one percent. ona given
article it will produce a given amount of |
money to the treasury, and will inciden-
tally and necessanly afford protection,
or advantage, to the amount of one per
cent, to the home manufactorer of a sim.
ilar or like article over the imporier.—
If the duty be raised to ten per-cent. it
will produce a greater amount of money,
and afford greater protection. If it be
still raised to twenty, twenty-five, or
thirty per cent. and if, as itis raised,
the revenue derived from itis found to
be increased, the proleetion or advan-
tage will alse be increased; but if Wt
be raised to thirtysone per cent that |
the revenve produced al that rate is less
than at thirty per cent. it ceases lo be 2
revenue duty. The precise point in the
ascending scale of duties at which it is
ascertained from experieree that the rev-
enue is greater, is the maximum rate of
duty which cen be laid for the bona
fide purposes of collecting money for
the support of government. To raise
the duties higher than that peint, and
thereby diminish the amount collected,
is tolevy them for proteciion wmerely,
and not for revenue. Aslong, then, as
Congress may gradually increase the
rate of Juty on a given article, and the
revenue is increased by such increase of
duty, they are within the revenue stand
ard.  When they go beyond ihat point,
and. as they increase the dnties, the
revenue is diminished or desiroyed, the
act ceases to have for its object the reis-
ing of money 10 support governmenl,
but it 1s for protection merely,

It does not follow that Congressshould |
levy the highest duty on all articles of im-
port which they will bear within ke
revenue standard; for such rates would

| ous founders

probably preduce a much larger amount
tharn the economical administration of

the government would require. Nor does |
it follow that the duties on all articles

should be at the same, or a horizontal
rate,

Some articles will besr a much
higher revenue doty than othern. Below !
the maximum of the revenne etandard |

!hem . d'ﬂ.‘":mhﬂtitles as ta procduce
l“ m a‘atega El e ‘M“unl “‘hi‘:]l. “i!t‘n
added to the proceeds of yu10q of publia
lands, may be nceded
. e pay the cco-
nemical experses of the gavernmun,
In levying a tarill of duties, Coygreyy
exercise the taxing power, ant for ;..
nses of revenue may select the oljeerg
of taxation. ‘They may exempt cerwin
ariicles zltogether, and permit their im.
portation free of duty. On others they
may impose low duties. In these classes
should be embraced such arueles of ne-
cessity a8 are in general use, and espe-
cially such as are consumed dy the labo-

| rer and the poor, as well as by the wes!l-

thy entizen, Care shounld be 1sken that
all the great interests of the country, in-
cluding manufactures, agriculture, com-
merce, navigalion, and the mechanic aris,

' should, as lar g8 may be practicable, de-
| rive equal advantages (rom he incidental

protection which a just eystem of reve.
nue duties may afford. Taxation direct
er indirect, is a burden, and it should be
so imposed as lo operate as equally as
may be, on all classes, in the proporiien
of theirability to bear il. To make the
taxing power an actusl benefit to one
class, necessarily increases the burden
of the other bevend their propertion,
and would be manifestly unjust©  The
terms ‘protection to domestie irdusiry,’
are of popular import; but they should
apply under a just system to all the va-
rious branches of industry in our coun-
try. The farmer or planter whe toils
yearly in his fields, is engaged in *‘do-
mestic industry,” and is as much enti-
tled to have his labor **protected,” as the
manufacturer, the man of commerce, the
navigator, or the mechanic, who are en-
gaged also in “‘domestic industry,” in
iheir different pursuits. The joint fa-
bors of all these classes constitute the
aggregate of the ““domestic industry” of
the nation, and they are equally entitled
to the nation's “protection.”” No one
of 1hem can justly elaim to be exclusive
recipients of “protection,” which can
only be afforded by increasing burdens
on the “domestic indasiry” of the oth-
ers.

If these views be correect, it remaing
to inquire how far the tariff act of 1842
is consisteft with them. ‘That many of
the provisious of thal act are in vielation
of thejeardinal principles here laid down,
all must concede. The rates of duty
imposed by it on some articles are pro-
hibitory, and on others so high as greaily
to diminish importations; snd to produce
a less amount of revenue that would be
derived from lower rates. They oper-
ate as *‘protection merely," to one branch
of **domestic industry,”” by taxing other
branches.

By the introduction of minimnms, or
assumed and false values, and by the
imposition of specific duties, the injus-
tice and inequality of the aciof 13472, in
its practical operations on different class-
es and pursuiis; are seen and felt. Mauny
of the oppressive duties imposed Ly it
under the operation of these principles,
range from one per cent. lo more than
two hundred per cent. They are pro-
hibitory on seme articles, and partially
so on others, and bear most heavily on
articles of common necessity, and but
lightly on articles of luxury. Itisso
framed that much the greatest burden
which it imposes is thrown on labor and
the poerer classes who are least able to
bear it, while it protecis capital and ex-
empts the rich from paying their just
proportion of the taxation required for
the support of governmet. While it
protecis the capital of the wealthy man-
ufacturer, and his profits, it does not
benifit the operative or laborer in his
employment, whose wages have not been
increased by it. Articles of prime ne-
cessity or of coarse quality and low

| price, used by the masses of the people,

are, in many instances, subjected by it to
heavy taxes, while articles of finer qual-
ity and higher price, or of luxury, which
can be used only by the opulent, sre
lighily taxed. It imposes heavy and un-
just burdens on the farmer, the planter,
the Commereial man, and these of all
other pursuits except the eapitalist who
has made his invesunents in manularc-
tures. All the great interests of the
country are nel, as nearly as may be
practicable, equally protected by it

The government in theory knows no
distinetion of persons or classes, and
should not bestow upon some favors and
priviliges which all others may not en-
joy. It was the purpose of its illusri-
to base the instilutions
which they reared upen the great and
unchanging principles of justice and e-
quily, conscions thatil administered in
the spirit ia which \hey were conceived,
they would be felt only by the benefits
which they diffused, and would secure
for themselves a defence in the hearts of
the penple,more powerfully than standing
armies, and all the means and appliances
invented to sustain governments founded
in njustice and oppression.

The well-known fact that the taniff
act of 1842 was passed by a majerity of
one vole in the the Sepate, snd two in
the House of Representutives, and that
some of those who felt themselves con-
strained, under the puesliar eircumstan-
ces existing at the lime, to vole in
its favor, proclaimed itz defects, and ex-
pressed their determination to aid in s
maodification on the first opportunity, af-
fords streng 2and conciusive evidence
that it was notintended to be permanent,
and of the expediency and necessily of
s thorough revision.

In recomntending to Congress a redue-
tien of the present rates of duty, and
a revision and madification ol the act of
1842, [ am far from entertaining opin-
ions enfriendly to the manufacturers.—
On the contrary, | desire to see them
prosperous, 38 far as they ecan he =o,
without impesing vnequsl burdens on
other interests. ‘The sdvantage ucder

may and eught to discriminate in the! sny sysiem of indirect taxation, even

rates im,oeed, taking esre so o adjuel

withip the revenue standard, must be in

-

.




